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this plan is shown by the fact that fully fifty per cent, of the 
acute cases thus received during the six months the plan 
has been in operation, have been discharged cured or 
greatly improved. If in the future larger facilities can be 
given for this new departure, I am convinced that the now 
debatable question of the cure of acute insanity in general 
hospitals will be determined in the affirmative. The marked 
decrease in the admissions into our insane department dur¬ 
ing the last six months of the year, compared with the ad¬ 
missions the first six months, can be largely attributed to 
their early systematic treatment in the general hospital/’ 


INSANE DEPARTMENT OF THE PHILADELPHIA 
GENERAL HOSPITAL. 

A year since this department was placed under the med¬ 
ical control and management of the chief resident physi¬ 
cian of the hospital. Naturally, the result has been found 
to be most satisfactory, as the general discipline is better 
handled when under-the control of one head than with the 
authority divided between the members of the visiting staff. 

At the close of the year the total population of the de¬ 
partment was eight hundred and eighty, an increase of 
fifty-six over a year ago. In point of numbers, it is second 
of the hospitals for the insane of Pennsylvania. During the 
year a course of lectures was delivered to the nurses by the 
resident staff. These are being continued during the pres¬ 
ent year. 

The most needed of all improvements for this depart¬ 
ment—a new building—is at last an accomplished fact. 
Moneys were appropriated by the councils to the amount 
of $225,000 and set apart by the Board of Charities and 
Correction for new buildings for the insane department 
early in 1890 and work begun last November. The new 
extension comprises five separate structures, two ward 
buildings, bath buildings containing bath-rooms, closets, 
laundry, etc., centre building containing kitchen, to be 
used exclusively for this department, and dining-room build¬ 
ing. 

The buildings are heated by warm air driven to all 
points by powerful fans. For all rooms of the dining-room 
building as well as the ward buildings exhaust ventilation 
is provided, the system contemplating a change of air in all 
the buildings every twenty minutes without perceptible 
draught to patients. Every attention has been given to 
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have sanitary appliances of the best. Lifts are provided in 
both ward buildings for the use of invalids. Certainly the 
city of Philadelphia is generously atoning for her neglect of 
this department hitherto. With its new equipment, Blockley 
can easily take rank, as it should, with the State hospitals of 
Pennsylvania. 


THE RICHARD GUNDRY HOME. 

The widow of Dr. Richard Gundry, so many years in 
charge of asylums in Dayton, Athens and Columbus, Ohio ; 
and who for the past twelve years, and until death in April 
last, was Superintendent of Maryland Hospital for the In¬ 
sane, has opened a private home for nervous and mental 
diseases at Catonsville, Maryland. The home was ready 
for the reception of patients June 23d. 

Dr. Richard F. Gundry, a son of the late Dr. Gundry and 
recently an assistant at the Athens State Hospital, Ohio, 
will be resident physician. His training and experience are 
all in the direction of the wdrk to be done, and, says one 
who knew her, “with such a noble and humane woman in 
charge as Mrs. Gundry, it is needless to assure the profession 
that the patients intrusted to their keeping will receive the 
best of care. A woman of kinder heart or keener sympathy 
for the insane never lived than Mrs. Gundry, and with these 
qualities she combines the practical good sense of a mature 
and experienced matron of more than thirty years. Patients 
will receive not only good treatment, but the protection 
and sympathy of the most sensible and largest hearted 
asylum housewife with whom I have had the good fortune 
to meet.” 


THE BOARDING-OUT SYSTEM IN AUSTRALIA. 

Vigorous efforts have been made by Dr. W. Beattie Smith 
of the Ararat Asylum, Victoria, to secure (under recent code 
of regulations) boarding-out places for suitable cases, where 
proper guardians could be had and easy supervision by 
asylum management maintained, as is done in connection 
with some of the Scotch asylums and to a limited extent in 
mass. The effort has not been wholly successful. There 
were received thirty-one applications for guardians, but to 
only fifteen of them were patients granted. The other six¬ 
teen were refused because of personal unsuitability, unsuit¬ 
ability of premises and the cool and calculating manner in 
which benefit of having patient was reckoned upon the 
basis of so much a meal. 



